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Abstract
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Figure 1. The only sign of humanity’s existence from
space: the lights that we spill upwards (NASA GSFC
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Figure 2. The effects of sky glow and glare,
seen from a dark site. Notice how the stars
(shown as trails on this image) cannot be seen
near the horizon. Image courtesy of the IAC (see
www.iac.es/proyect/otpc/what.htm).

Effects of Light Pollution
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Figure 3. This picture shows a section of full cut-off
streetlights installed on the M1 motorway in England,
illustrating their effectiveness at reducing light pollu-
tion. Image, originally from Urbis Lighting Ltd, taken
from the Campaign for Protection of Rural England
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Figure 4. An example of a good security light that
directs the light downwards, eliminating glare. This
light is also activated only by a motion detector (see
www.darksky.org).

Stopping Light Pollution
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Figure 5. An example of a typical streetlight in Ar-
magh. This is a low-pressure sodium light, which
directs much of the light nearly horizontally and up-
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Figure 6. This floodlight could be used effectively to
light the ground and avoid sky glow if the glass were
horizontal (see www.darksky.org).
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